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of the vulgar; but they very rarely, except in the famous
instances of Buddhism and the Jaina doctrines, carry any
large section of the people into any communion permanently
separate from Brahmanisn. Almost invariably they end by
a new Brahmanic caste or sect, with peculiar doctrines and
divinities that elevate the low-caste disciple, and satisfy in his
spiritual nature just those needs which Christianity or Islam
might otherwise have been called in to satisfy. And thus the
Brahmanic revivalists at the very least occupy the ground
which the more distinctly and consciously proselytizing creeds
from abroad could otherwise annex; and make wholesale con-
versions among those classes with whom only are wholesale
conversions in these days possible.

For specimens of the second mode we may take the accounts
of the Kookas in the Punjab, whose outbreak was rather sternly
repressed in 1872, and of kindred manifestations. Tlie Punjab
report for that year, which in this part of it reads like tlie
letter of some legate addressed to the Emperor from one of
the Asiatic provinces of imperial Rome, sets forth how ** Ram
Singh, the leader of the sect, a man of considerable ability,
was the son of a carpenter, who gradually acquired a reputa-
tion of extreme sanctity, and even for the possession of
miraculous powers. As his influence and the number of his
followers increased, the tendency of his teaching became more
political," * &c. &c, ; but what first brought this sect into
collision with the British Government was their fanatical
horror at the slaughter of kine, which led; them to murder tlie
butchers; a very fair proof of the s/trong Brahmanic colouring
which pervaded this otherwise spiritual movement. Then,
we have Hakeem Singh, who listened to the missionaries
until he not only accepted the whole Christian dogma, but
has conceived himself to be the second embodiment, lias pro-
claimed himself as such, and has summoned the missionaries
to acknowledge this latest dispensation. He works miracles,
preaches pure morality, but still venerates the cow. In the
remote Eastern districts of the Central Provinces, whicli are
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